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Workshop and Expert Seminar

Best practices for the protection 
of water in times of crisis.
Focus on participatory instruments
in environmental law and policies

22 + 23 April 2016
9.00 -16.00 Uhr

Mehr unter:  https://www.jura.rw.fau.de/

Gefördert vom DAAD aus 
Mitteln des Auswärtigen Amts (AA)

Saturday 23rd April 2016
Location:
Fachbereich Rechtswissenschaft, Sitzungssaal und 
Lernbrücke

Time schedule
9.00–11.00: Panel 2 
 (Sitzungssaal)

     Panel  
Access to water as a human right 
and its realization in national and 
international law – 
comparative approaches
Discussant: PD Dr. Eva Lohse, Prof. Vera Parisio

Alice Cauduro
Participation as a guarantee to essential water 
availability

Claudia Sartoretti
The right to water: individual right and instrument to 
exercise solidarity rights 
A comparative overview

Vassilii Maria Tzatzaki
National approaches for the realization of the human 
right to water: A comparative study

11.00 – 11.15: Coffee Break

11.15 – 12.15: Comparative Workshop in 
 parallel sessions (Lernbrücke)

12.15 – 12.45: Lunch

12.45 – 14.00: Sharing the fi ndings in a plenary   
 session (Sitzungssaal)
End of academic part of the conference
14.15:  Departure to the Market Place of Erlangen – 
it is the 500 anniversary of the German purity law for beer 
and there will be a demonstration of beer brewing, good beer, 
music, food, information on water, etc.
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Idea of the Seminar
The objective is to offer a comparative overview of partici-
patory rights for citizens and, as their counterpart, the du-
ties for the authorities in Germany and in Italy as Member 
States of the European Union as regards the protection 
of water. To explore the best practices related to partici-
patory rights, we will compare legislation, administrative 
proceedings and case law as well as underlying theoreti-
cal concepts.king together on a comparative study. This 
reflects a new methodological approach in comparative 
law based on comparison through the lens of Internatio-
nal and EU law.

PROGRAM
Friday 22nd April 2016
Location
Friedrich-Alexander-Universität Erlangen-Nürnberg 
Fachbereich Rechtswissenschaft,  
Schillerstr. 1, 91054 Erlangen
Sitzungssaal des Fachbereichs and various rooms in the 
Lernbrücke

Time schedule
9.00 – 9.20: Opening

PD Dr. Eva Lohse, Ass. Prof. Dr. Margherita Poto

9.30 – 11.30: Plenary talks 
(Sitzungssaal des Fachbereichs)
Prof. Dr. Vera Parisio (University of Brescia): 
“Water management in Italy in the light of a recent bill”

Prof. Dr. R. Caranta (University of Torino): 
“The Ghost of Cochabamba: water concessions  
and EU law”

Ass. Prof. Dr. Ingvild Jacobsen  
(University of Tromsø/MPI Heidelberg): 
“The incorporation of the precautionary principle and 
the ecosystem approach in Norwegian law”

Prof. Dr. Birgit Peters (University of Rostock): 
„The various contributions of participatory rights  
to the legitimacy of (European) water governance“

11.30 – 11.45: Coffee Break

11.45 – 12.30: Plenary discussion

12.30 – 13.30: Lunch break

13.30 – 15.00: Panels 1 and 3: parallel sessions   
 (Lernbrücke)

      PANEL
The theoretical framework of protection  
of water and participation:  
participatory or deliberative democracy?
Discussant: Dr. Birgit Peters, Dr. Paolo Turrini

Federica Cittadino
Public participation in the Water Framework Directive:  
An Example of Participatory Democracy?

Laura von Vitorrelli
The role of public participation in the Water Framework 
Directive - A law in the books/law in action analysis of 
the information requirements regarding the application  
of exemptions

Teresa Weber
A right to non-deterioration of water bodies?

Diego Bonetto
Right to Water in Europe: 
A Bottom-up Perspective for its Constitutionalization

1        PANEL
Economic perspectives on water as  
a common good and water management
Discussant: Ass.Prof. Dr. Margherita Poto

Riccardo Beltramo/Stefano Duglio
Socio-economic and environmental implications  
of the small-size hydroelectric installations in the  
Piedmont Region mountain valleys

Fernando Dias Simões
Citizen’s Voice in Water Governance: 
Public-Private Partnerships as Triangular Relations

Miharu Hirano
Public Participation in Investment Arbitration

Lara Fornabaio
Modelling water future through food security and  
environmental sustainability
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15.00 – 18.00: “View on practical issues”
Round table discussion on municipal water services,  
EU Law and TTIP with the head of the Erlanger Stadt-
werke (municipal utilities provider) Wolfgang Geus and 
Dipl. geologist Sigrid Kowol (division manager of the 
municipal water provider).

Followed by a visit to the municipal water provider  
(Erlanger Stadtwerke)

Evening:  
Dinner for all participants in a traditional brewery


